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Oakengates  Urban  District  Council 


This  Report  is  again  presented  in  an  abbreviated  form  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  More 
detailed  information,  however,  has  been  given  in  relationship  to 
factories  and,  in  this  connection,  particulars,  under  separate 
cover,  have  been  supplied  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

This  has  been  an  epidemic  year  for  Measles  in  accord  with  the 
conditions  prevailing  in  neighbouring  Authorities.  Whooping 
Cough,  however,  has  not  followed  this  trend.  There  has  been 
almost  complete  freedom  from  this  common  and  dangerous 
disease.  For  the  other  diseases  little  need  be  said  beyond  noting 
the  satisfactory  state  in  relationship  to  Diphtheria. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Despite  the  widespread  nature  of  the  epidemic  of  this  disease 
in  the  late  summer  and  autumn,  this  District  escaped  completely 
and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  other  than  the  more 
general  precautionary  measures  which  were  widely  circulated. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births. 

The  Birth  Rate  has  closely  approximated  to  that  of  England 
and  Wales,  and  the  Deaths  in  this  group  have  been  very  few, 
giving  very  satisfactory  statistical  returns. 

General  Deaths. 

This  has  closely  followed  that  of  the  Country. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Tuberculosis  Register  shows  some  slight  increase  in  total, 
which  again  is  the  general  movement.  The  total  Death  Rate 
has  been  average. 

Miscellaneous. 

Little  comment  is  necessary  on  the  general  working  of  the 
Health  Department.  Your  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  fully  on 
the  work  of  his  Department,  Sections  B — F,  with  revelant  com¬ 
ment  where  necessary. 

In  presenting  this  Report  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  takes 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  his  Colleagues  for  their  courtesy  and 
continuous  co-operation  in  the  working  of  the  Department  and 
in  the  compilation  of  this  Report. 
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SECTION  “  A.” 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  2,329 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population  . .  10,770 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1947)  according  to 

Rate  Books  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3,280 

Rateable  Value  . .  . .  . .  . .  . :  . .  £38,305 

Sum  represented  by  one  penny  rate  . .  .  .  .  .  £140 

Persons  per  acre  (calculated  on  population)  . .  .  .  4-6 

Population  and  Social  Conditions. 

Reference  to  the  Registrar  General’s  figures  indicate  that 
the  population  of  the  district  remains  stationary.  The  figures 
given  by  him  are  disputed  in  some  quarters  and  it  is  contended 
that  the  population  is  about  12,000. 

The  area  is  largely  industrial,  the  principal  centres  being  the 
Lilleshall  Company’s  Blast  Furnaces  and  Steel  Works  at  Priors 
Lee,  works  at  Snedshill  where  large  quantities  of  glazed  bricks  and 
sanitary  ware  and  pre  cast  concrete  units  are  produced,  the  New 
Yard  Engineering  Works  belonging  to  the  same  company  where 
considerable  reconstruction  work  is  being  undertaken  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  manufacture  of  steel  structures  and  agricultural 
implements. 

Oakengates  town  lies  in  a  valley  which  is  enclosed  on  the 
south  by  Ketley  Bank  (a  height  of  250  feet  above  the  town)  and 
the  Urban  area  stretches  from  Ketley  Bank  northwards  through 
the  Town  along  the  valley  to  Wombridge,  Wrockwardine  Wood, 
Teagues  Bridge  and  Trench  to  the  flat  land  beyond.  East  of  the 
Town  the  land  rises  sharply  to  St.  Georges  and  Priors  Lee. 
Westwards  the  boundary  extends  to  the  limits  of  the  Wellington 
R.D.C.  at  Ketley. 

Recreational  facilities  for  the  inhabitants  are  reasonably 
catered  for  at  St.  Georges,  by  way  of  facilities  for  football,  tennis 
and  bowls  at  the  recreation  ground.  This  could  not  be  said  to  be 
provided  within  Oakengates  area,  yet  the  possibilities  of  over¬ 
coming  this  lack  by  the  development  of  the  present  recreation 
ground  to  include  these  facilities  for  young  and  older  residents 
alike.  Whilst  band  concerts  could  be  blended  in  the  scheme 
without  difficulty  by  use  of  the  present  band  stand. 

Indoor  recreation  is  developing  in  dramatic  societies,  every 
encouragement  should  be  afforded  to  this  and  other  recreations, 
which  with  the  introduction  of  a  shorter  working  week  would 
contribute  to  the  well  being  of  the  inhabitants  and  healthy 
development  of  youth,  more  readily  fitting  them  to  assume  that 
balanced  responsibility  of  good  citizenship  more  than  ever  needed 
in  the  difficulties  facing  the  community  in  the  present  day. 
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Preservation  and  development  of  natural  amenities  should 
be  jealously  guarded  and  development  fostered.  The  Cockshutt 
centred  in  the  district  with  its  natural  beauty  and  unequalled 
vista,  lends  itself  to  providing  enjoyment  not  only  for  the 
inhabitants  but  could  be  a  pleasant  venue  for  the  district. 
Careful  thought  could  be  given  to  a  project  of  this  nature  and  the 
help  enlisted  of  the  many  organisations  interested  in  the  preserva¬ 
tion  for  the  people  of  natural  surroundings. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births. 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Legitimate 

100 

95 

195 

Illegitimate 

9 

9 

18 

Totals 

109 

104 

213 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  .  .  .  .  19-8 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (England  and 

Wales)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20*5 


Still  Births. 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Legitimate 

2 

5 

7 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

3 

6 

9 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births  .  .  .  .  .  .  40-5 


Deaths. 


Males.  Females. 

Total  number  of  deaths  .  .  74  63 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  population 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  (England  and  Wales) 


Totals. 

137 


12-7 

12*0 


Infantile  Mortality. 


All  Infants,  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18-8 

All  Infants,  per  1,000  live  births  (England  and  Wales)  . .  41 

Legitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  live  Legitimate  Births  . .  15-4 

Illegitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  live  Illegitimate  Births  .  .  55*5 
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Males. 


Females. 


Total  number  of  Infant  Deaths  : 

Legitimate  . .  . .  . .  2 

Illegitimate  ....  . .  1 

Deaths  from  :  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Under  this  heading  there  was  one  death. 

Chief  Causes  of  Death. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

Whooping  Cough 
Measles 

Diphtheria  .  .  .  . 

Maternal  Causes 
Cancer 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

Heart  Disease  and  Circulatory  Disturbances 

Respiratory  Diseases 

Influenza 

Nephritis 

Premature  Births  and  Congenital  Malformations 
Diabetes .  . 

Abdominal  Disease 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Violence 


26 

1 
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1 

26 

24 

43 

9 

4 

3 

7 

1 
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SECTION  “  B.” 

General  Provision  for  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Ambulance  Service. 

The  joint  ambulance  service  is  based  on  a  Depot  at  Farm 
Lane,  Donnington,  and  serviced  by  one  whole-time  and  a  part- 
time  driver,  together  with  two  attendants,  taking  a  rota  duty  so 
that  there  is  available  throughout  the  24  hours  a  fully  equipped 
ambulance  with  driver  and  attendant. 

From  the  medical  practitioners’  and  public  point  of  view  this 
service  continues  to  give  the  maximum  service  efficiently  and  is 
greatly  appreciated  by  all  concerned.  It  is  anticipated  that  this 
service  will  be  an  important  factor  under  the  future  County 
Council  scheme  after  the  appointed  day  under  the  new  Health  Act. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  cases  carried  during 
the  year  under  the  names  of  constituent  members. 


Dawley  U.D.C. 
Oakengates  U.D.C. 
Wellington  R.D.C. 
Other  Authorities 


76 

126 

297 

26 


Total  . .  . .  . .  525 


The  total  mileage  run  for  all  cases  was  15,750  and  for  cases 
in  the  Urban  District,  3,780. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  greatest  number  of  cases 
carried  was  between  the  hours  of  10  a;m.  and  7  p.m. 

Mortuary  Service. 

There  has  been  no  progress  from  the  preliminary  discussions 
which  took  place  between  Wellington  Rural,  Dawley  Urban  and 
this  Authority,  with  a  view  to  establishing  a  Joint  Mortuary  at  the 
Ambulance  Station. 

The  mortuary  at  the  Lilleshall  Company  and  at  the  Welling¬ 
ton  U.D.C.  continues  to  be  the  only  facility  for  this  work  in  the 
area. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

No.  ot  Parishes  in  district.  5. 

No.  of  Parishes  where  refuse  is  collected.  5. 

Frequency.  Weekly. 

Methods  of  collection  (direct  labour  or  contract).  Direct 
labour. 

Mechanised  or  horse  transport  ?  Mechanised. 

Methods  of  disposal  (tipping  or  incineration).  Controlled 
tipping. 

Dustbins. 

Is  controlled  tipping  in  operation  ?  Yes. 

General  Observations. 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority 
over  the  whole  district.  The  collection  is  carried  out  weekly. 

House  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  the  White  Horse 
recreation  site,  the  purpose  is  to  reclaim  the  land  to  permit  the 
site  to  be  developed  for  sports  and  recreation.  Every  effort  is 
made  to  keep  down  nuisances  by  burying  offensive  refuse  and 
covering  it  with  innocuous  material. 

Spraying  with  insecticide  is  undertaken  as  a  routine  in  the 
summer  months  to  keep  pests  down.  Also  a  contract  with  the 
County  Council  has  been  entered  into  for  destroying  rats. 
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The  absence  of  general  complaints  appear  to  indicate  that 
this  service  has  been  well  maintained  and  vitally  contributes  to 
the  health  and  well  being  of  the  residents. 

Attention  will  be  directed  to  abolishing  existing  ash  pits  in 
the  district. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out 
each  month  during  the  year. 

Salvage. 

Salvage  is  collected  in  trailers  towed  behind  refuse  collection 
vehicles.  This  method  has  been  found  the  most  satisfactory 
from  both  the  cost  of  collection  and  the  fact  that  a  greater  volume 
is  collected  by  making  the  collections  regularly. 

All  salvage  is  stored  in  the  Council  depot,  the  paper  being 
baled  when  the  men  are  not  collecting  refuse  or  in  wet  weather 
and  at  week  ends.  A  table  of  the  amount  of  salvage  collected  and 
sold  is  : — 

Paper.  Rags.  Scrap  Metal. 

T.  C.  Q. 

31  10  3  1  cwt.  2  tons. 

The  total  cash  value  being  £209  ;  this  money  assists  the 
rate  fund. 

Refuse  Removal. 


Month. 

Dust 

bins 

emptied. 

Ashpits 

emptied. 

Number 
of  pail 
closets 
emptied. 

Number 

°f . 

privies 

emptied. 

Total 

number 

°f 

loads. 

January 

6,197 

11 

1,347 

46 

195 

February 

7,749 

9 

988 

63 

166 

March  . . 

10,196 

17 

1,048 

18 

189 

April  .  . 

8,960 

24 

868 

16 

170 

May 

9,074 

3 

1,180 

49 

176 

June  .  . 

6,300 

28 

1,279 

158 

141 

July  .. 

8,116 

25 

1,210 

117 

135 

August 

10,116 

11 

1,354 

159 

143 

Sept.  .  . 

6,668 

11 

1,193 

125 

95 

October 

9,396 

8 

1,183 

112 

138 

November 

9,716 

17 

1,121 

115 

138 

December 

11,634 

6 

1,511 

73 

144 

104,122 

170 

14,282 

1,051 

1,830 
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The  Cesspool  Emptier  continues  to  give  good  service  not 
only  in  this  district,  but  in  helping  neighbouring  Local  Authorities 

Disinfestation  and  Control  of  Vermin. 

Rat  Control.  The  County  Council  are  the  body  responsible 
under  the  Acts  and  Orders  for  Rodent  Control.  They  undertook  a 
campaign  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  in  private  dwellings 
free  of  charge.  There  were  2,924  dwellings  visited,  47  dwellings 
reported  rats  or  mice  and  were  accordingly  dealt  with. 

Council  Undertakings.  The  contracts  made  between  the  County 
Council  and  this  Local  Authority,  together  with  business  premises, 
have  received  increased  attention.  It  could  be  said  that  this  phase 
of  the  department  is  firmly  under  control. 

Vermin  Control. 

Person.  The  eradication  of  vermin  is  undertaken  on  request 
from  the  public,  spraying  having  successfully  overcome  the  infesta¬ 
tions  reported.  There  is,  however,  some  difficulty  about  the  cleansing 
of  persons,  which  would  be  undertaken  at  W rekin  Lodge  Hospital. 

Clothes  and  Bedding.  The  disinfection  of  clothes  and  bedding 
presents  some  difficulty,  facilities  depending  on  the  goodwill  of  the 
County  Council  Hospitals,  help  is  forthcoming  when  requested,  but 
the  transport  of  persons  and  effects  are  not  always  easy.  It  may 
well  be  that  a  cleansing  station  could  be  considered  together  with 
mortuary  proposals. 


Water. 

1.  No.  and  source  of  water  schemes  of  which  the  District 

Council  is  the  Water  Undertaker.  Pumping  station, 
Sheriff  hales ,  water  extracted  from  borehole. 

No.  of  houses  served  by  (1).  3,050. 

Population  served  by  (1).  12,000  [approximately) . 

2.  No.  and  source  of  water  schemes  owned  by  private  persons. 

Nil. 

No.  of  houses  served  by  (2).  Nil. 

Population  served  by  (2).  Nil. 

3.  No.  of  houses  served  by  private  wells.  Nil. 

Population  served  by  (3).  Nil. 

4.  No.  of  houses  supplied  by  standpipe.  Nil. 

5.  Has  any  water  supply  in  the  district  been  unsatisfactory  in 

quality  and/or  quantity.  No. 

5a.  Chlorination.  Malou  and  Tearnous,  Ltd.,  chlorinating  plant 
with  two  hypochlorinators  one  for  injecting  chlorus  and 
one  injecting  ammonia. 
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6.  Sampling. 


Supply. 

No.  of 
Bad. 
Exams. 

No.  of 
Chem. 
Exams. 

Before 

Chlorination. 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

U  nsatis- 
fadory. 

Hilton 

Bank 

Pumping 

Station, 

4 

4 

4 

4 

7.  Extensions  or  repairs  to  existing  Water  Works.  None. 


8.  Extensions  or  repairs  to  existing  Water  Mains.  Extensions 

to  Church  Parade  Housing  Scheme  and  Freeston  Avenue 
Housing  Scheme. 

8a.  New  connections  to  homes,  etc.  Approximately  12. 

9.  Difficulties  met  with  during  year  in  relation  to  works  or 

mains  —  such  as  lack  of  supply,  pressure,  machinery, 
breakdowns,  etc.  Nil. 

10.  New  Water  Works  or  Water  Main  Schemes  inaugurated  or 

work  commenced.  Contracts  let  for  new  pumping  plant 
and  Buildings.  Borehole,  400  feet  deep,  completed  and 
reported  satisfactory . 

11.  General  Observations.  The  Council  are  the  water  under¬ 

takers  for  the  whole  area.  Water  is  obtained  by  pumping 
at  the  Hilton  Bank  Pumping  Station,  by  two  sets  of  well 
and  high  lift  pumps,  the  100  h.p.  electric  motor  continues 
to  give  satisfaction.  Some  460,000  gallons  are  daily 
pumped  and  pass  through  the  large  storage  tank  of 
600,000  gallons  to  supply  3,050  houses.  There  are  53 
standpipes  supplying  some  of  the  houses  in  the  district. 
There  are  no  private  undertakings  or  wells  supplying 
water  within  the  district. 

A  chlorinating  plant  made  by  Walour  and  Teorrans, 
Ltd.,  using  a  mixture  of  chlorus  and  ammonia  injects  the 
chlorinating  substance  at  source. 

Extension  of  mains  at  Church  Parade  and  at 
Freeston  Avenue  have  been  undertaken  to  supply  new 
housing  sites.  Twelve  new  connections  to  domestic 
dwellings  have  been  completed. 
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The  contracts  have  been  let  for  new  pumping  plant 
and  buildings  for  the  new  borehole,  400  feet,  which  has 
been  completed  during  the  year  and  is  reported  satisfac¬ 
tory  after  samples  of  water  have  been  taken.  This,  with 
the  present  pumping  plant,  will  be  capable  of  delivering 
750,000  gallons  per  day. 

Agreement  has  been  reached  for  all  authorities  in 
East  Shropshire  to  amalgamate  their  interests  for  the 
supply  of  water  to  the  authorities  in  the  area. 

General  Sanitary  Matters  dealt  with  during  Year. 

1.  Premises  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  a  nuisance  (excluding 

structural  matters). 

2.  New  closets  or  drains  provided  or  old  amended.  Approxi¬ 

mately  25. 

3.  Offensive  accumulations.  7. 

4.  Animals  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  a  nuisance.  3. 

5.  Smoke  nuisance.  Nil. 

6.  Nuisances  arising  from  water  courses,  ditches,  etc.  Nil. 

Ditches  cleaned  out  periodically . 

7.  Offensive  cases.  Nil. 

8.  Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  no  Common  Lodging 

Houses  within  the  district. 

9.  Public  Lavatories.  Regularly  cleaned  out  by  the  Council 

workmen. 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

1.  No.  of  sewage  works  owned  by  District  Council  (Parishes). 

Sewage  Works,  Wrockwardine  Wood  Parish.  Settlement 
Tanks  and  Cond  filtration. 

No.  of  Houses  dealt  with  by  public  sewers. 

2.  No.  of  private  sewage  disposal  works.  Nil. 

No.  of  Houses  dealt  with  by  these.  Nil. 

3.  No.  of  Houses  with  privies  or  pail  closets.  601. 

4.  Extensions  or  repairs  to  existing  Sewage  Works  or  Sewers. 

Sewers  extended  for  Church  Parade  Housing  Scheme  and 
Miners’  bungalows,  Freeston  Avenue. 

5.  New  schemes  for  works  or  sewers  inaugurated  during  the 

year.  Schemes  being  prepared  for  new  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  and  reconditioning  of  Sewers. 

6.  Difficulties,  if  any,  encountered  in  operating  works  or 

sewers.  None. 

7.  General  Observations.  The  Council  own  a  sewage  disposal 

works  consisting  of  settlement  tanks  leading  to  land 
which  gives  a  modified  land  irrigation  with  downward 
filtration. 

The  consulting  engineer  has  submitted  proposals  for 
the  renewal  of  the  works  and  is  engaged  on  a  scheme  for 
the  adequate  sewerage  of  the  district  as  a  whole. 
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There  are  some  2,502  houses  on  the  water  carriage 
system,  while  601  remain  to  be  converted  when  the  con¬ 
sulting  engineers’  scheme  embracing  the  whole  district 
becomes  operative. 

Whilst  no  difficulties  were  encountered  in  operating 
the  works  or  sewers,  the  Council  are  fully  aware  of  the 
necessity  for  bringing  this  service  to  cope  not  only  with 
the  present  needs  of  the  district,  but  for  allowing  for  the 
building  expansion  now  taking  place. 

SECTION  “D.”  Housing. 

New  Council  Houses,  Permanent  Houses. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  schemes  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  : 

(a)  Traditional.  60. 

(b)  Prefabricated.  Nil. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  for  which  sites  are  prepared  in  1947.  48. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  completed.  Nil. 

No.  of  Houses  completed  in  1947.  Nil. 

No.  of  Houses  in  progress.  60. 

New  schemes  inaugurated.  Nil. 

Temporary  Houses. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  schemes  sanctioned  by  Ministry  of 
Health.  48. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  for  which  sites  are  prepared.  48. 

Sites  prepared  in  1947.  Nil. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  completed.  48. 

No.  of  Houses  completed  in  1947.  Nil. 

New  Private  Houses. 

No.  of  plans  for  new  Houses  submitted.  7. 

No.  of  plans  for  new  Houses  passed  and  licenced.  7. 

No.  of  new  Houses  completed.  3. 

No.  of  new  Houses  in  progress.  4. 

Existing  Houses. 

Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses.  4  Houses 
dealt  with  as  individual  unfit  houses. 

Overcrowding. 

There  are  1,141  applications  of  persons  living  in  rooms  and 
overcrowded,  33  families  have  been  rehoused  in  permanent 
houses  and  55  in  temporary  huts  at  Red  Hill  and  L  Camp. 

Housing  Repairs. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts.  80. 

No.  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  149. 

No.  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  by  informal 
action.  46. 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  Housing  Act, 
1936  : — 

No.  of  Houses  requiring  repair.  Nil. 

No.  of  Houses  rendered  fit  after  formal  action.  Nil . 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

No.  of  Houses  requiring  repair.  Nil. 

No.  of  Houses  in  which  defects  remedied  after  formal 
action.  Nil. 

Council  Houses. 

Repairs  and  General  Management.  The  Council  carry  out 
repairs  by  direct  labour  under  the  Housing  Manager’s  control,  the 
efficiency  of  this  branch  of  work  being  capable  of  meeting  all 
demands  placed  upon  it,  insofar  as  limitations  of  supply  and 
restriction  of  material  have  permitted. 

During  the  year  under  review  Mr.  McNaughton  succeeded 
Mr.  Hamel.  A  new  points  system  was  put  in  operation  by  Mr. 
McNaughton  for  the  allocation  of  new  houses,  difficulties  met 
within  the  old  scheme  being  overcome  and  the  merit  of  each  case 
being  more  fairly  assessed  with  scrupulous  impartiality. 

Army  hutments  occupied  by  squatters  and  under  supervision 
by  District  Council.  The  Council  act  as  agents  for  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  supervising  an  ex-P.O.W.  hostel  and  Army  Camp 
housing  some  55  families.  Work  of  alteration  and  maintenance  to 
afford  reasonable  dwellings  for  the  occupants  has  been  undertaken. 

Moveable  Dwellings.  Nil. 

General  Observations. 

The  provision  of  homes  for  the  1,141  applicants  without,  is 
one  of  the  most  urgent  problems  facing  the  Authority  ;  it  cer¬ 
tainly  is  the  primary  social  need  in  the  district  which  would 
contribute  to  the  health  and  well  being  in  the  most  satisfying 
manner.  Until  every  family  is  housed  in  homes  of  their  own, 
there  is  not  the  vestige  of  reason  for  complacency. 

SECTION  “  E.”  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  District  continues  to  be  served  from  the  central  abattoir 
at  Shrewsbury,  and  such  meat  is  subject  to  re-examination,  locally, 
as  required.  It  has  been  found  necessary  on  several  occasions 
to  draw  the  attention  of  drivers  and  transport  firms  to  the  lack 
of  care  devoted  to  handling  meat  in  a  hygienic  manner  laid  down 
in  the  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations. 

Food  Premises. 

No.  of  Premises  where  food  is  sold,  prepared  or  stored.  39. 

No.  of  Inspections  of  above.  156. 
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No.  of  Premises  registered  under  Section  14  (F.  &  D.  Act, 
1938)— 

(a)  Manufacture  of  meat  products.  12. 

(b)  Ice-cream  manufacturers.  4. 

No.  of  Inspections  of  above.  50. 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  deficiencies  found  under  Section 
13  (F.  &  D.  Act,  1938).  Notices  served  informally. 

1.  No.  of  Slaughter  Houses  in  district.  One. 

2.  No.  of  Persons  licenced  to  stun  and  slaughter  animals  in 

slaughter  houses  and  knackers’  yards.  12. 

3.  Action  taken  with  regard  to  inspections  of  slaughter  houses, 

shops,  stalls,  and  vehicles,  and  places  where  food  is 
prepared.  Frequent  visits  are  paid  to  all  food  preparing 
establishments,  advice  is  given  when  contraventions  of 
the  Acts  are  noticed.  It  is  felt  that  the  greatest  common 
lack  in  these  establishments  are  the  accessibility  and 
absence  of  adequate  cleansing  facilities  for  people 
engaged  in  the  trade. 

Ice  Cream. 

The  Ice  Cream  treatment  Regulations  made  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  came  into  force  during  the  year.  The 
regulations  provide  certain  conditions  under  which  Ice  Cream  can 
be  manufactured  and  sold,  assuring  as  far  as  possible  the  product 
is  prepared  in  the  most  hygienic  manner  possible. 

Four  applications  for  registration  were  received,  premises 
inspected,  the  necessary  structural  alterations  made  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

Samples  have  been  taken  monthly  of  all  ice  cream.  In  one 
or  two  cases  the  product  failed  to  reach  Grade  I,  advice  was  given 
and  repeat  samples  taken  with  satisfactory  results. 

Other  Foods  Inspection. 


Tinned  Foods  Condemned. 

No.  of 

tins. 

Miscellaneous. 

Kind  of  Food. 

No.  of 

tins. 

Meat 

79 

Jam 

1 

Fish 

47 

Soup 

7 

Fruit 

13 

Tomato  Juice  . . 

4 

Vegetables 

73 

Mincemeat 

15 

Milk  .  . 

54 

13 


Fresh  and  Dried  Foods  Condemned. 


Fish. 

Fruit. 

Weight 

Weight 

Kind. 

in  lbs. 

Kind. 

in  lbs. 

Haddock 

42 

Prunes  . . 

375 

Prawns 

96 

Vegetables. 

Miscellaneous. 

Kind. 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

Kind. 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

\ 

Biscuits 

Meat 

Cheese 

Bacon 

Ham 

Eggs 

Bun  and  Sponge 
Flour 

204 

114J 

8 

45 

70 

doz. 

202  pkts. 

Comments. 

The  above  tables  are  indicative  of  the  preventive  control  over 
food  exercised  by  the  department.  This  form  of  supervision 
produces  negative  results  in  the  conservation  of  foodstuffs,  yet 
over  the  wider  held  of  inspection  of  food  and  premises  greater 
satisfaction  is  felt  by  attaining  a  higher  standard  of  hygiene  in 
the  places  for  preparing  and  storing  it,  thus  contributing  in  a 
small  measure  to  the  prevention  of  deterioration  with  the  product¬ 
ion  of  a  pure  and  wholesome  product. 


Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  the  following  details  of  milk  samples  are  given. 
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No.  of  samples 
taken. 

Result  of  examination. 

Presumed 

Genuine. 

Presumed 
not  genuine. 

19 

12 

7 

The  reasons  given  for  the  non-genuine  samples  : — 

Deficient  in  fat  content  .  .  . .  1 

Deficient  in  solids  not  fat  . .  . .  4 

Sediment  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Legal  proceedings  were  not  instituted  in  respect  of  these 
samples  as  the  deficiency  or  adulteration  was  insufficient  to 
warrant  such  action. 

Milk. 

No.  of  cowkeepers  and  milksellers  on  register.  45. 

No.  of  premises  :  Cowsheds.  10. 

Dairies.  45. 

Milkshops.  Nil. 

No.  of  above  cowkeepers  and  milksellers  who  hold  licences 
under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936,  in  respect  of  : 


Tuber- 

culin 

A  cored- 

Pasteur- 

Tested. 

i/tcd . 

ised. 

(a) 

Establishments  of  producers 
and  bottlers 

i 

(b) 

Establishments  of  producers 
only 

_ 

(c) 

Establishments  of  bottlers 
only 

2 

. 

(d) 

Shops  and  other  premises 
not  being  the  establishment 
at  which  the  milk  is  produced 
or  bottled 

Supplementary  licences  to 
sell  milk  from  shops  or  other 
establishment  outside  the  area 
of  the  licensing  authority  . . 

2 

— - 

1 

15 


No.  of  inspections.  30. 


Action  taken  with  regard  to  defects  found.  As  a  result  of 
application  to  register  as  a  producer  of  milk,  specifications  for 
alterations  to  comply  with  a  satisfactory  standard  were  agreed 
with  a  producer  and  carried  out  prior  to  him  being  registered. 


Comments. 

Generally  speaking  the  milk  producers  in  the  area  do  not 
operate  on  a  large  scale.  Many  premises  fall  short  of  the  standards 
desirable  to  produce  milk  in  the  best  way.  It  is  hoped  that  these 
premises  will  gradually  be  made  to  comply  with  the  standard  as 
soon  as  circumstances  and  material  permit. 


SECTION  “  F.” 


Factories  Act,  1937.  Part  I. 


Inspections. 

No.  on 
Regis¬ 
ter. 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions. 

No.  of 

Written 

Notices. 

No.  of 
Occup¬ 
iers 
Prose¬ 
cuted. 

(1)  Factories  in  which  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  sections  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

55 

97 

1 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

55 

97 

7 

— 

16 


Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found. 


Number  of  cases 

in  which 

defects  were  found. 

Rente- 

Referred 

Pro- 

P  articular  s . 

Found 

d/'tC'd' . 

To 

By 

secu- 

H.M. 

H.M . 

tions. 

Insp. 

Insp. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Part  8  of  the  Act.  Outwork  Sections  110  and  111. 


SECTION  “  G.” 

Prevalence  of,  and  control  over ,  Infectious  and  Allied  Diseases 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  the  Year,  together  with  the  number  of 
Deaths  : — 


Disease. 

Cases  notified. 

Deaths. 

1946 

1947 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

3 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

25 

4 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

14 

165 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

3 

2 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperual  Pyrexia 

— 

3 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

1 

— 
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Incidence  of  Disease  in  Various  Age  Groups. 


Pneumonia. 

Years. 

Male. 

Female. 

0 

— 

1 

5 

— 

1 

15 

— 

— 

45 

— 

— 

65 

— 

— 

age 

unknown 

— 

— 

T  otal 

— 

2 

Years. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Measles. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male . 

Female. 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

13 

21 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

17 

24 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

40 

34 

10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

15 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

age  un¬ 
known 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

2 

2 

2 

77 

88 

Scabies. 

Cases  have  been  noticed  but  have  been  able  to  be  treated  at 
the  County  Council  Clinic. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


This  service  continues  under  dual  control,  the  County 
Authority  being  responsible  for  Clinical  Administration  while  the 
Local  Health  Department  controls  statistical  records. 


Over  1 
but  under 
5  years. 

5  years 
but  under 

15 

T  otal. 

No.  of  children  immunised 
Estimated  child  population 
Approximate  percentage  , 

Total  percentage  of 

71 

910 

n 

<t  i 

29*  6b 

12 

1400 

•85 

79.21 

83 

2310 

3-6 

99.69 

The  number  of  notified  cases  on  the  Register  at  December 
31st,  1947,  and  the  comparative  numbers  for  1945  and  1946  are 
as  follows  : — 


Ma 

les. 

Females. 

T  otal. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1945 

37 

33 

26 

45 

141 

1946 

41 

32 

27 

48 

148 

1947 

46 

30 

29 

47 

152 

New  Cases. 

Pulmonary,  12.  N on-Pulmonary ,  2.  Total ,  14. 

Death  Rates. 

England  and 


Oakengates.  Wales. 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  per  1,000  population  . .  *464  *470 

Death  Rate  from  Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  per  1,000  population  -092  -079 


Total  Death  Rate  (all  forms)  . .  -556  *549 
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There  were  five  deaths  from  Pulmonary  and  one  from  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  Table,  1947. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Group. 

Pulmonary . 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary . 

■ 

Non- 

Pulmonary . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-  5 

_ 

. 

-- 

. 

_____ 

_ 

5-15 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15-25 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25-35 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45-55 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T  otals 

7 

5 

2 

— 

2 

3 

1 

Cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  1947  was  17  males  and 
9  females.  Total,  26. 

England  and 
Oakengates.  Wales. 
Death  Rate  per  1,000,000  living  . .  2414  1853 


[Signed) 


W.  A.  M.  STEWART 
(Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Date,  16th  July,  1948. 
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